Global Collection Garden
SCAVENGER HUNT

Discover a wide variety of diverse plants from around the world from different zones including tropical,
subtropical and arid zones.

Checklist

Viola

Liverworts

Squarestem spikerush

Viola is a perennial in the mountains of
Spain, but in Houston it is an annual
plant. Annuals live for just one year;
perennials live for many years. Violas
provide bright colors during our dreary
winter season.

Liverworts are nonvascular, meaning
they do not have xylem and phloem,
the internal “piping” that other plants
use to move water and nutrients
around inside the plant.

This is a bright green, single-stemmed
rush that grows in ponds and lakes. It
provides food forLongleaf
birds andpines
perching
Pinus palustris
spots for dragonﬂies.

Viola cornuta

Bald
Longleaf pines

Juniper
cypress
Juniperus virginiana

Owl’
Taxodium ‘Grey
distichum

Pinus palustris

Cypress knees can be seen poking up
from the roots of cypress trees growing in
swamps. We think the knees help aerate,
or bring oxygen to, the tree’s roots, create
a barrier to catch sediment and reduce
erosion, and anchor the tree.

Marchantia polymorpha

YuccaLoblolly

pineYucca

Pinus taeda.

Yucca rostrata
'Blue Sentry'

Hesperaloe parvifolia
‘Perpa’

Loblolly pines lose their lower
branches as they grow. Mature trees
have long, straight trunks and a
rounded canopy of needles.

Live oak

Quercus virginiana

In time, our young live oak trees will
grow to be 60-80 feet tall. Their large
Redbud Pontederia cordata
tap root helps them survive
Cercis canadensis
Mexicanthe
sedum
pine
Virginia
Pickerel weed stabilizes
banks of the Slashhurricanes
and individuals
canspiderwort
live
Sedum mexicanum
Pinus elliottii
Tradescantia virginiana
var texensis 'Traveller'
lagoon. Its purple-blue ﬂower spikes
more than 500 years.
attract pollinators like bees and
hummingbirds. Its stem and leaves can
spend time under water in wet weather or
above water in dry weather.

Pickerel weed

Eleocharis quadrangulara

Juniper
Dwarf palmetto
Juniperus virginiana ‘Grey Owl’

Sabal minor

Dwarf palmetto commonly
grows in the
Yucca
rostrata
swampy areas ofYucca
Houston
and'Blue
canSentry'
withstand cooler temperatures than
most palm trees.Yucca
Each fan is one leaf
Hesperaloe
divided into many
leaﬂets. parvifolia ‘Perpa’

Redbud

Cercis canadensis var texensis
'Traveller'

Mexican sedum
Sedum mexicanum

Slash pine
Pinus elliottii

Virginia spiderwort
Tradescantia virginiana

Did you know?

Cool Facts!
Longleaf pines

Yucca

Longleaf pines have needles that grow to
be 18 inches long! They spend the ﬁrst
several years of their lives masquerading
as tufts of grass. Fire is a friend to the
longleaf, destroying vegetation that
competes for light and nutrients.

The bright red ﬂowers of this yucca
attract hummingbirds. Yuccas are
popular in xeriscape gardening,
special gardens based on plants that
require very little watering.

Pinus palustris

Juniper

Juniperus virginiana
‘Grey Owl’
Juniper is one of the ﬁrst species to grow
on land after it has been cleared. Young
leaves look like needles, while older
leaves look like scales.

Yucca

Yucca rostrata
'Blue Sentry'
This yucca has a thick stem like a tree. It’s
long, tough leaves were used for baskets
and cloth. The fruit is edible and can be
roasted or made into ﬂour.

Hesperaloe parvifolia
‘Perpa’

Redbud

Cercis canadensis
var texensis 'Traveller'
Our redbud has pink ﬂowers, smooth
branchlets, thick, heart-shaped,
glossy leaves, and a weeping shape.

Mexican sedum

Sedum mexicanum
Mexican sedum is a succulent that
grows with lots of sunlight. It is easy to
propagate, or grow new individual
plants, by pinching off the top few
inches of a stem and placing that
piece into soil.

Slash pine

Pinus elliottii
Slash pines grow well in warm and
humid areas. They can live for as long
as 200 years. The dried needles, “pine
straw”, can be used as a free, natural
mulch for landscaping.

Virginia spiderwort

Tradescantia virginiana
Virginia spiderwort has long, narrow
leaves and bluish-purple ﬂowers that
have three petals. Look for ﬂowers in
the morning! By the afternoon, ﬂowers
wilt and become mush.

