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The Houston Botanic Garden is open! The Garden is 
growing. The Garden is exquisite. 

In September, after approximately 18 months of 
construction, the Garden’s gorgeous gates opened to 
the public, marking the culmination of the efforts of so 
many. All the time, money, and sweat invested made 
the dream of a world-class, horticulturally interesting 
botanic garden in Houston a reality. The Garden achieved 
many milestones in 2020, in the midst of a challenging 
pandemic, which underscored the importance of bringing 
the Garden to life for inspiration, discovery, relaxation, 
and rejuvenation.

When planting a garden, you are planting for now, and 
you are planting for the future. The Garden is celebrating 
the seeds planted that will have a positive impact on the 
surrounding community, and the city at large, for decades 
to come. The Garden will inspire generations to love plants 
and care for our planet.

Toddlers who light up as butterflies dance around them 
in the Garden will return as adults to see the same spirit 
of wonder reflected in the faces of their own children. 
Home gardeners inspired by the Garden’s globally diverse 
collection will discover a have-to-have-it plant for their 
own garden. Replicating the Garden’s retention pond 
wetlands and coastal prairie in future developments will 
help make the bayou city both more resilient to future 
storms and more beautiful.

Almost 20,000 visitors enjoyed the Houston Botanic 
Garden in the final months of 2020, learning, growing, and 
making memories. As it is said, “More grows in a garden, 
than the gardener knows she has planted.” On behalf of 
the millions who will benefit, now and in the future, thank 
you to all who helped Grow Houston’s Garden.

Dear Patron, 

Nancy O’Connor Abendshein 
Chairman 

Claudia Gee Vassar 
President & General Counsel

B OA R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S 

Nancy O’Connor Abendshein, Chairman 
Melbern G. Glasscock, Vice Chairman 
Alberto P. Cardenas, Jr., Treasurer 
Nancy S. Thomas, Secretary & Chairman Emerita 

David Baggett 
Carole Bailey 
Peggy Bailey 
Drucie Chase†

Cathy Fitzpatrick Cleary 
John Eads 
Gail Hendryx 
Lynne Hudson 
Steven J. Lindley 
Randall E. Meyer 

A DV I S O RY  C O U N C I L

Mary Beth Arcidiacono 
Sadie Gwin Blackburn 
Pauline Bolton 
Elizabeth Boss 
Peter G. Doyle 
Bolivar Fraga 
Hester T. Hawkins 
Kathy Huber 
Margarette L. Jones 
Wendy Kelsey 
John Kirksey 
Christopher L. Knapp

S TA F F  L E A D E R S H I P

Claudia Gee Vassar, President & General Counsel 
Emily Baker, Operations & Finance 
Laura Easton, Development & Membership* 
Justin Lacey, Communications & Community Engagement 
Ayanna Jolivet Mccloud, Education & Public Programs 
Brent Moon, Horticulture 

*Succeeded by Connie Boyd in February 2021
†Deceased

Ann Lents 
Odette McMurrey Mace 
Gary P. Moss 
Brenda Beust Smith 
Cassie B. Stinson 
M. S. Stude
The Very Reverend 
     Barkley S. Thompson 
Janice Van Dyke Walden 
Kingslea von Helms 
Bass C. Wallace, Jr. 
William Welch, Ph.D.

Ryan Martin
Peter R. McStravick, Jr. 
The Honorable 
     Annise D. Parker 
James A. Reeder, Jr. 
Jose Rocha 
Robert A. Rowland III 
Sharyn Aydam Weaver 
W. Temple Webber III 
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“We’ve needed a botanical 
garden for so long; it’s 
very exciting to have it 
open finally! Lovely place 
to safely wander with the 
family out in nature.” 
— C. Talkington 
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M I S S I O N  STAT E M E N T

Enriching life through 
discovery, education, 

and the conservation of 
plants and the natural 

environment.
 

19,563
Tropical, Sub-tropical 

& Arid Plants
More than 900 taxa

Memberships
Aug.—Dec. 2020 

In 2020, despite the disruptions of the COVID 
pandemic, volunteers continued to safely assist 
our horticulture, visitor services, education/
programs, and administrative staff.

Attendance
Sept.—Dec. 2020

25k+

1,929 23 206  Volunteers 1,914 Hours of 
Service

New, first-
time visitors to 

redesigned website
Aug.—Dec. 2020

72k+ Editors’ Pick, 
Landscape

Architect’s Newspaper 
Best of Design Awards 2020

“After my first visit, I opted for 
membership to visit frequently 
and enjoy the plants and trees 
as they grow! It is close to home 
and gives me a chance to soak 
up some nature on lovely days 
in Houston.”

— Brittany W.

Covered by more than 20 local/regional TV, radio, 

print, and digital media, as well as Departures, 

Condé Nast Traveler & USA Today 10Best

“It’s cool to see this in 
a part of Houston ‘off 
the beaten path’ for 
most of us. Can’t wait 
to watch it develop.” 
— D. Robinson

Full & Part-Time 
Staff 

28 FTEs

“Brand New Houston 
Botanic Garden 

Brings an Outdoor 
Wonderland to 

America’s Fourth 
Largest City.” 

— PaperCity, Sept. 16, 2020
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Jim Reeder, Claudia Gee Vassar, Nancy Abendshein, Nancy Thomas, Susie & Mel Glasscock

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
S E P T E M B E R  1 7,  2020 

Butch, Nancy & Ralph Abendshein Beth & Don Black, Gretchen HilyardSteve & Shelli Lindley

Joe & Lynne Hudson Dr. George Peterkin 
& John Peterkin 

Tommy & Terry Smith 

Sharyn Weaver & Judy Tate 

Lela & Robin Gibbs

Amy & Mark Hammer 

Councilmember Robert Gallegos Beto Cardenas  

Jose Rocha

“I will watch with true delight as our 
garden paths fill with people from 
Houston’s wonderfully diverse 
population, and the garden brings 
pleasure and educational value to all–a 
living treasure for years to come.” 
— Nancy S. Thomas, Chairman Emerita & Secretary, Board of Directors 

“Houston has many wonderful and serene 
destinations, and I know that the 132-acre 
Houston Botanic Garden will live up to its 
promise to provide a place for visitors to 
learn about plants, conservation, and nature, 
and connect Houstonians and visitors to our 
city across different cultures and ethnicities.” 
— Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner
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Free plants given 
as a gift from the 
Garden to visitors

Regional 
presentations 
demonstrating the 
importance of plants 
to various cultures

Live performances 
spotlighting regional 
cultures entertained 

visitors

The opening season reminded us that 
in plants – even during an otherwise 

uncertain time – we find creativity, 
pleasure, and cross-cultural connections.

630
25

5

Opening
Season

Programs
Community 
Members 
Attended

500
Susan Garver                        

Family Discovery Garden 
Sneak Peek 

January 26, 2020 



Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension’s Texas Community 
Watershed Partners 
Approximately 100 volunteers helped plant 
more than 12,000 aquatic plants in 2.2-acre 
Stormwater Wetlands adjacent to Sims 
Bayou meander from July-November 2020. 

Trees for Houston  
Planting approximately 1,200 trees for 
reforestation, including hundreds grown in our 
on-site tree farm.

Houston Audubon   
Conducting monthly first-Thursday bird count 
and monitoring bluebird boxes.  

Partners in 
Progress
Wildlife Habitat Federation 
Sowed two rounds of cover crops, 
September 2019 and May 2020, in Coastal 
Prairie to prepare soil and planted native 
grasses in September 2020.
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Billboards Make Garden’s New 
Brand Hard to Miss 
During the fall of 2020, a 16-week paid billboard 
campaign featuring dramatic plant imagery ran 
on major freeways in the metropolitan area to 
introduce the Garden’s “Life grows here” tagline 
and encourage Houstonians from all walks of life 
to visit the city’s new living museum for plants.

Houston Center for Photography 

Urban Paths Wellness Walk

Chavez High School 
Environmental Science

Spring 2020 
Programs

“While leading an afternoon walk at the 
Garden, I met Olga, who is 96. She joined the 
walk with several members of her family and 
rode along in her wheelchair. About halfway 
through our trek, Olga told her daughter she 
wanted to walk, so she stood and pushed her 
wheelchair along. She told me that the beauty 
of the Garden and the sunshine inspired her 
and gave her the energy!” 
— Laura Conely, Urban Paths
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Statement of 
Financial Position

A S S E T S  &  L I A B I L I T I E S

O P E R AT I N G  CA S H  B A L A N C E $1,150,423

AC C O U N T S  R E C E I VA B L E S  ( P L E D G E S ) $5,675,633

F I X E D  A S S E T S  A D D I T I O N S  ( S I N C E  D E C  F Y 1 9 ) $16,547,876

T O TA L  F I X E D  A S S E T S ,  N E T $42,899,140

T O TA L  L I A B I L I T I E S $3,384,717

T O TA L  N E T  A S S E T S $39,514,423

C O N S O L I D A T E D  A C T I V I T Y

O P E R AT I N G  AC T I V I T Y YTD

C O N T R I B U T I O N  R E V E N U E $3,724,184

E A R N E D  R E V E N U E $338,504

•  A D M I S S I O N S $208,802

•  M E M B E R S H I P $60,290

•  M E R C H A N D I S E $32,094

•  O T H E R $37,318

T O TA L  R E V E N U E $4,046,840

B O TA N I C  G A R D E N  A N D  G U E S T  S E R V I C E S $988,242

M A N AG E M E N T  A N D  G E N E R A L $510,700

M A R K E T I N G $242,150

F U N D R A I S I N G $356,648

T O TA L  E X P E N S E S $2,097,740

N E T  R E V E N U E $1,949,100

Statement of Activities

Philanthropy

F U N D I N G  S O U R C E A M O U N T  R A I S E D

F O U N DAT I O N S  &  M A J O R  G I F T S $544,147

C O R P O R AT I O N S  &  O R G A N I Z AT I O N S $151,500

A N N U A L  F U N D $397,462

L U N C H E O N $444,185

G I V I N G  C I R C L E S $146,000

M E M B E R S H I P S $195,310

T OTA L $1,878,604

F O U N DAT I O N S  & 
M A J O R  G I F T S

29%

C O R P O R AT I O N S  & 
O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

8%
A N N U A L  F U N D

21%

L U N C H E O N

24%

G I V I N G  C I R C L E S

8%

M E M B E R S H I P S

10%

20 20  O P E R AT I N G  R A I S E D

$1,878,604
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Houston Botanic Garden pivoted from the capital 
campaign to fundraising for operations in 2020. We 
are ever grateful to these donors for their generous 
support January 1 – December 31, 2020. 

The Brown Foundation, Inc. 
Nancy O’Connor Abendshein 
Jesse W. Couch 
      Charitable Foundation

George and Mary Josephine 
      Hamman Foundation 
Willard M. & Ruth Mayer Johnson 
      Charitable Foundation 

Union Pacific Foundation 
Elisa Stude Pye 
Holthouse Foundation for Kids 
Isabel Stude Lummis 

G R A N T S  &  M A J O R  G I F T S 

Bonnie & David Weekley 
Woodland Glade 

Anonymous 
Event Tents 

The Marie M. and James H. 
      Galloway Foundation 
Greenhouse Project 

The John M. O’Quinn Foundation 
Quasi-Endowment

The Lindley Family Foundation
Greenhouse Project 

Gulfway-Hobby Airport Rotary Club 
      Charitable Foundation 
Community Garden ADA Beds 

R E S T R I C T E D  G I F T S

G I V I N G  C I R C L E  D O N O R  M E M B E R S 

B O TA N I S T S  $ 1 5 , 000 

Nancy O’Connor Abendshein 
Susie & Mel Glasscock 
Randa & K.C. Weiner 
 

E X P LO R E R S  $ 1 0, 000 

Judy & Jimmy Britton 
Kathrine McGovern/
      McGovern Foundation 
Judy & Charles Tate 

H O R T I C U LT U R I S T S  $ 5, 000 

The Gordon A. Cain Foundation/
     Sharyn & Jim Weaver 
Jenny Elkins 
Clayton Erikson
Ann Kelsey
April & Wells McGee 
Alice & Terry Thomas 
W. Temple Webber III

C U LT I VAT O R S  $ 1 , 5 00 

Mrs. E. Rudge Allen 
Carla Antley 
Anne & Bob Baillio 
Claudia Borrego & Victor Garay 
William Bryan MD 
Norma & Beto Cardenas 
Anne & Tom Conner 
Kit & Carl Detering 
Sonia Garza-Monarchi 

Sonja Gee 
Lela & Robin Gibbs 
Terry & Billy Harmon 
Wendy & Mavis Kelsey
Cornelia C. Long 
Blair R. Loocke 
Lucas/Eilers Design 
     Associates L.L.P. 
Denise Monteleone 

Sarah Morgan  
Karen & Dean Patrinely 
Isla Reckling 
Kate & Woody Scott 
Patsy & Bob Speed 
Robin & Sandy Stuart 
Sherri & Patrick Wood 

2020 Garden 

Supporters

“An exceptional addition to 
Houston! The diversity of plants and 
the pathway networks are so good. 
We are excited to watch this new 
garden grow and expand over the 
years. Proud members as of today.”
— J. Doak

B OTA N I CA L  B E G I N N I N G S  L U N C H E O N

Nancy O’Connor Abendshein
Carroll Reckling Goodman

Lynne & Joe Hudson

Cathy & Joe Cleary
Anne S. Duncan
Florence & Frederic Gautier-Winther
Carrie Horne
Suzanne C. Levin
Diane & David Modesett
Isla & T.R. Reckling
Louisa Stude Sarofim
Nancy S. Thomas
Randa & K.C. Weiner

Anne & Bob Baillio
Cedar Baldridge -
      Baldridge Landscape LLC
Pam Barineau
The Bookout Family Foundation
Minnie & Ed Cappel
Allyson & Steve Cook
Cuenod Families
Jenny Elkins
Garver/Black/Hilyard 
      Family Foundation
The Green Tree Fund
Gretchen & Peter Jameson
Blair Richardson Loocke
Flo McGee
John P. McGovern Foundation
Gary & Louise Moss
Vivie O’Sullivan
Susan Padon
Mimi & Charlie Prioleau
Doris A. Williams & Jeff E. Ross
Leslie Sasser
Aimee Snoots
Patsy & Bob Speed
Kim Tutcher
Linda Underwood
UTHealth
Blake Vaughan
Vinson & Elkins LLP
The Wareing Family Fund
Westwood Wealth Management
Susan Whitfield

Denise & David Baggett
Sandy & Bill Bryan
Rosanette S. Cullen
Mrs. Wayne B. Duddlesten
Mary & John Eads
Clayton Erikson
Stacey Gillman

Hobby Family Foundation/
      Kate & Steve Gibson
April McGee
Lisa & Peter McStravick
Franci Neely
Susan & Will Penland
Jim Reeder & Eric Nevil
Wick & Rob Rowland
Laura Moore & Don Sanders
Taub Foundation
Bette Plant Thomas
Carol & Andy Vickery
Mary & Temple Webber
Mary Jo & Carl Wimberley

Rosanna & Myron Blalock
Clark Condon
Kit & Carl Detering
Sara Paschall Dodd
Nancy & Arthur Epley
Nancy Etheridge
Cathy Frank
Lotty Gautschi
Cullen Geiselman
Janita & Garney Griggs
Terri & John Havens
Ann Lents & David Heaney
Marjorie & Palmer Hutcheson
Wendy Kelsey
Carmen & John Knapp
Odette & Bob Mace
Cathy C. Malone
Kathy & Jody McCord
Randy & Eunice Meyer
Suzanne Montague
Betty Kyle Moore
Anne & Jack Moriniere
Carol Ann & Robert W. 
      Paddock Fund
Dean & Karen Patrinely
Anne Owen
Carroll Ray
Beth Robertson
Nina Zilkha

Ramona Adams
Adele Bentsen
Leslie & Jack Blanton, Jr.
Cathy & Gary Brock
Nancy A. Burrow
Virginia Watt Chandler
Cathy Chapman
Emily Crosswell
Carla Dawson
Neva Dawson
Brooks A. Diesel
Elisa Macia Donovan

Anne French
Clare Glassell
Nancy Gordon
Edward & Julie Griffin
Guy Hagstette
Bitsey Hail
Nancy F. Haywood
Heidi F. Heard
Gayle Hightower
Debbie & Frank Jones
Nancy Kelley
Mimi H. Kerr
Doug Lawing
Judy & Frank Lee
Laurie Liedtke
Bette Linbeck
Sandy Lucas
Martha Adger Madget
Barry Mandel
Mary Lynn Marks
Lisa Mears
Cora Bess Meyer
Susan & David Miclette
Denise Monteleone
Nancy Owen
Kay Rice
Liz & Robert Rigney
Ms. Heidi Sheesley
Jane B. Smith
Gail Stillwell
Laura Turley
Francita Stuart Ulmer
Bridget Wade
Mary Jane Wakefield
Mary Whilden
Lynn Wilson
Michele Womack

Susan & Jim Baker
Ellen Blasio
Elizabeth A. Conner
Laura A. Easton
Jane B. Emerson
Susan & Bill Finnegan
Stephanie Fox/Botanica 
      Landscaping Services, Inc.
Marilyn & Charles Gregg
Vicki & John Lange
Suzanne Lyons
Anne R. Myers
Allison Parsley
Susan & Antone Peterson
Hilary Crady
Kathleen Rogers
Sue C. Sikes
Sarah Stephens
Virginia O. Thompson
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A N N U A L  F U N D  2 0 2 0

Donors to the Annual Fund provide essential unrestricted support for 
the Houston Botanic Garden’s operations and immediate needs.

M AT C H I N G  C H A L L E N G E 
D O N O R S 

Susie & Mel Glasscock
Lynne & Joe Hudson
Randa & K.C. Weiner
Susan & David Lummis
Laura & Tom Bacon

$ 5, 000 +

Ralph Abendshein
Henry R. Hamman
Willard M. & Ruth Mayer Johnson 
      Charitable Foundation
Terry & Tommy Smith
Dianne Webber

$ 1 , 000 + 

$ 1 O, 000 +

Nancy O’Connor Abendshein
Robert L. Clarke Family Foundation
Dickson-Allen Foundation
Amy & Mark Hammer
John H. O’Connor
Gary R. Petersen
Johnny Steele Design, Inc.

Martha Farish Oti
Anne D. Owen
Monica & Jose Rocha
Barrett K. Sides
Loretta Thomas & Dennis Spates
Laura & Winston Talbert
Pam & Bill Wallace
Julie H. Watkins & Paul Heim
Susan T. Whitfield

Roni & Doug Atnipp
Jack and Annis Bowen Foundation
Alice Brumbaugh
The Crain Foundation
Mary & John Eads
Nanette Finger
H. Fort Flowers Foundation, Inc.
The Green Tree Fund
Mary & Butch Gregory
Diana & Russell Hawkins
Kingslea & Michael von Helms

Houston Cactus and 
      Succulent Society
Nana Booker & David Lowe
Odette & Bob Mace
Elizabeth & Ryan Martin
Jane McCord
Mary B. McIntire
Lisa & Downing Mears
Stephen Mendoza
Ellen & Bill Morris
The Oshman Foundation

$ 5 00 + 

Kitty & Richard Rabinow
Jim Reeder & Eric Nevil
Shadywood Foundation
Lynn Smith
Dianne & Eliot Tucker

Carla Antley
Marie & Steve Evnochides
Lorrie & Mike Foreman
Christopher Gardner
Marcy & Roger Hahn
Hetta & Jesse Heath
Gail & Mike Hendryx

The Herb Society of America/
      South Texas Unit
Harriet Latimer
Janey & Jim Lee
Mike Mahlstedt
April & Wells McGee
James G. Moses

$ 1 00 + 

Katrina Arnim
Carole & Ken Bailey
Leta B. Barry
Jennifer Ann Bennett
Betty Clark Benningfield
Sudha Akhil Bidani
Lannie & Bill Bluethmann
Megan L. Bushnell-Brent
Rogene Calvert
Patricia Cavanaugh
Champion Forest Garden Club
Virginia & Jack Chandler
Cathy Chapman
Ann Elizabeth Christensen
Ann Collum
Robert J. Connatser
Julie J. Currey
Catherine & Louis Delgado
David DiCamillo
Susan & David Diehl
Philip Dierker
Peter G. Doyle
Dennis Durkee

Jenny Elkins
Brenda Eskelson
Ramiro Fonseca
Forest Cove Garden Club
Anne & Robin French
Gardeners by the Bay
Martha Gau
Bitsey & Tom Hail
Heidi Frost Heard
Gayle & Richard Hightower
Patricia Hunt Holmes
Carol J. Hoppe
Houston Heights Woman’s Club 
      Evening Group
Katherine T. Hughes
Judy Johnstone
David A. Karohl
Bernadette Keating
Nancy & Jay Kelley
Sam Kemp
Kay Lynn Kuper
Joy & David Lacey
Christine & Craig Lafollette

Susan & John Laird
Margaret Lane
Harriet & Whitney Leavell
Carter & Bill Lee
Marilyn Lee
Candace & Bob Levy
Margene Lloyd
Mary Lynn & Dave Mannon
Madeline Mayhood
Madeline McKneely
Memorial Drive Garden Club
Craig Minor
Tara & Alec Mize
Brent Moon
Ruth & Don Moorhead
Jennifer & Larry Nettles
Network for Good
Sarah Newbery
Janice Nieland
Janet Nosrat
The Honorable Annise Parker & 
      Kathy Hubbard
Susan & Will Penland

David F. Webber
Susan Wedelich
Sue White
Iska Grissom Wire
Robert A. Zurik

Petal Pushers 
      Garden Club
Margaret & Michael Pierce
Plant & Pray Garden Club
Janet R. Pruetz
Jon Rice
Fran & Chuck Riepe
Beth Robertson

Mary Ryerson
Frank Rynd
Paula Sanders
Allen & Margie Schubert
Noemi Sirisaengtaksin
Howard Smith
Southampton Garden Club
Doryce Stephens Stultz

G I F T S  U N D E R  $ 1 00

Kenneth C. Agee
Rebecca G. Aguilar
Mary E. Ainslie
Sarah N. Albosta
Tom S. Anderson
Anonymous (6)
Boaz Arch
Paola Ayala
Maha Aziz
Penelope Baccus
Brooke Barbieri
John Barnard
Lucy & David Barrow
William K. Beaty
Steven Bender
Jeannine & David Bergt
Zack J. Berridge
Valerie Blair
Jody Blazek
Katy Bomar & John Childs
Giok K. Boothe
Brooke E. Bradburn
Leah E. Braden
Elizabeth Braun
Angela G. Braun
Bobbie Bresky
Garret Bromley
Erica L. Burden
Nancy Bynon
Rachael Cahan
Mary Jo & Mick Cantu
Margaret Deane Cardwell
Jeff M. Carowitz
Feliciano M. Castillo
Jonathan Chevalier
Barbara Clark
Maggie Clarke
Susan Cooley
Sara Cornejo
Sharon Covan
Dana Cran
Alison Dean Portnoy 
Crawford
Emily & Holcombe 
    Crosswell
Ellen & Frank Donelly

Laura A. Easton
Emily Elliott
Susan W. Elmore
Mark Emmitte
Toby Everett
Nancy K. Falk
Far Corners Garden 
      Study Club
Sarah Fischer
Jacqueline Fogel
Ann & Don Ford
Tim Fortson
Bolivar Fraga
Jennifer Frazier
Erika Fuentes
Garland Ganter
Bobbiejean Garcia
Natasha Garcia
Pedro Garcia
Eric Garner
Sabina K. Gartler
Janella & Andrew Gee
Maria George
Judith Goldman
Jaime Gonzalez
Asumi Goto
Cindy Gresham
Evelyn Griffin
Anita Griffin
Beverly & Don Griffith
Catherine M. Guthrie
Rosie Lee Haas
Susan L. Hanley
Susan Harris
Sandy C. Harris
Mary A. Harrison
John P. Heider
John W. Henicke
Alfonso Hernandez, Jr.
Angelica Hernandez
Catherine Hodge
Jennifer B. Howard
Charlona & Stuart Ingram
Beth Wiedower Jackson
Julia Jackson
James P. Jeffery

Christy & Ross Jones
Kim O’Brien Jones
Joy Jordan
Tyrone S. Jordan
Christa Kaiser
Bryce Kaufman
Sebastian C. Kayn
Nancy & John Keely
Shorooq Khraim
Kristin Kirkwood
Julie Kofford
Therese Konya
Kroger
Sarah & Justin Lacey
Free L. Lane
Holly Lang
Cissy Larkin
Majid Latif
Fernando Lopez
Stephanie Loving
Patricia B. Lowrie
Tarrah C. Manglona
Christopher K. Mantooth
Jerry L. Massey
Alex McCall
Larry McClure
Louisa B. Meacham
Kirti Mehra
Georgette M. Michko
Ken Mingus
Susana Monteverde
Thomas Moore
Elvira A. Morfin
Tali Morgulis
Nailah Mulla
William Myerson
Ettie Nikolova
Shirley A. Nix
Celestine Oehler
Michele Ohler
Cleo Cassimus O’Neal
Daniel G. Orfield
Juan R. Palomo
Fannie Parker
Catherine Parsons
Hennal R. Patel

Roseanne G. Peters
Si Pham
Amber Porterfield
Diana R. Quintero
Ariel M. Rich
Stephen A. Robichaux
Michelle Roscoe
Kimberly Ryan
Juanita Saenz
Ana M. Salazar
Jillian Sanders
Janice B. Schessler
Beth B. Schneider
Mary E. Schroeder
Virginia Gissel 
Schwanauer
Pam Sengelmann
Jose Silva
John Siptak
Jennifer R. Soderstrom
Jessica L. Spencer
Christof Straub
Jasmine Sung
Hannah Todd
Elaine Tombaugh
Jennifer Valderas
Christopher Velez
Jessica Veloz
Yvonne A. Villalba
Sigrid Vincent-Brown
Adriana Visbal
Brittany N. Walters
Elizabeth Walthall
Catherine Wampler
Jamal B. Weatherspoon
Andrew Wharton
Lakisha Williams
Kim Winston
Peter Wood
Marley Wynne
Janis A. Yadiny
Claudia Zettner
Jeroen Zijp
Stewart Zuckerbrod
Rachel Zoe Zuckman

C O R P O R AT E  M ATC H I N G  G I F T S

AIG
ExxonMobil Foundation

Shell Oil Company Foundation
Tellepsen

The Howard Hughes Corporation
MacQuarie Group Limited

Denise Taylor
Kate Thomas
Emily Todd
Mary & Robert Trainer
Karen Twitchell
Connie & Tom Vargo
Ann Wales
Kenneth Warren



T R I B U T E  G I F T S

Uncle Abel
      Morgaine Rhiannon Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Mark B. Abendshein
      Jenny Elkins
Nancy Abendshein
      Mary & John Eads
      Sue Sikes
      Taub Foundation
      Virginia Thompson
Chip & Sharon Bryan
      Mike Mahlstedt
Denise & Bob Campbell
      Allen & Margie Schubert
Margaret Cardwell
      Hannah Todd
Our Clients & Friends
      Lucas/Eilers Design 
      Associates, LLP
Karin Adair Crichton
       Judith Goldman
Betty Davis
      Nancy & John Keely
The Garden Club of Houston
      Madeline Mayhood
GCA Bulletin Committee
      Madeline Mayhood

Marjorie Rogers
      Catherine A. Wampler
Olga Rosalez
      Diana R. Quintero
David Sanchez
      Dennis Durkee
Nancy S. Thomas
      Kingslea & Michael von Helms
      Loretta Thomas & Dennis Spates
      Odette & Bob Mace
      Margaret & Michael Pierce
      Pam & Bill Wallace
      Frank Rynd
      James & Francita Ulmer
      Jay & Nancy Kelley
      Odette & Bob Mace
      Ruth & Don Moorhead
Kingslea Thomas von Helms
      Southampton Garden Club
Claudia Vassar
      Sonja Gee
      Kingslea & Michael von Helms
Hedy Wolpa
      Sharon Covan
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G I F T S  I N  H O N O R

Susie & Mel Glasscock
      Kitty & Richard Rabinow
      Anne & Tom Conner
      Laura A. Easton
      Iska Grissom Wire
      Tommy & Terry Smith
Glenbrook Valley Civic Club
      Mike Morse
Judith Goldman
      Karin Adair Crichton
Diana & Russell Hawkins
      Cathy Chapman
Houston Botanic Garden Staff
      Laura A. Easton
Madalene Hill
      Susan Gail Wood
Julie & Bill Hixon
      Allen & Margie Schubert
Julian & Frances Jackson
      Beth Wiedower Jackson
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Our intent is to acknowledge and honor all 2020 donors. Unless otherwise stated, these donor 
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omissions at 713-715-9675 ext. 132 or development@hbg.org. Thank you for your support!
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The campaign to build a world-class 
botanic garden in Houston 
The following list of donors supported the Grow Houston’s Garden Campaign 
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“Great place to visit. It is a 
lot bigger than I expected. 
Definitely bring your camera. I 
can see this becoming one of 
my favorite places in Houston.”
— J. Camacho
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Garden 
Features
Global Collection 
Garden
With three acres of themed tropical, 
subtropical, and arid zones—demonstrates 
the wide variety of diverse and beautiful 
plants that flourish in Houston’s climate. 

Culinary Garden
Features edible and medicinal 
plants that have served as a 
basis for economic and cultural 
exchange across the history of 
the world.

Susan Garver Family Discovery Garden
Presents opportunities for families to engage with nature in hands-on ways, 
with a lagoon, boardwalk maze, and plenty of space to roam and explore. 

Woodland Glade Natural Ecosystems

“Everything about this place = 
peace. If you need somewhere 
to think, meditate, cry or laugh 
or just be, come here.” 
— Christian P.
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The features on the Island — Global 
Collection Garden, Culinary Garden, and 

Pine Grove, all adjacent to the Welcome 
Pavilion — seen here in the final weeks of 

construction in September 2020, serve 
as the centerpiece of Phase I of the 

Garden’s 30-year master plan.


